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Carbon 
burial 


stokes 
debate 


Downstate plant 
a leader in strategy 
to cut emissions 


By TONY BRISCOE 
Chicago Tribune 


As scientists and politi- 
cians around the world de- 
bate the best way to combat 
rising greenhouse gases, an 
Illinois ethanol plant, with 
help from state and federal 
researchers, is advancing a 
strategy that buries carbon 
emissions underground. 

After a successful pilot 
program, the public-private 
research project spear- 
headed by Archer Daniels 
Midland Co. was expanded 
in April to begin annually 
injecting 1 million metric 
tons of carbon dioxide — the 
equivalent of the amount of 
pollution produced by 
214,133 passenger vehicles 
driven for one year — be- 
neath ADM’s Decatur plant. 

For decades the process, 
known as carbon capture 
and storage, was used only 
in oil recovery, but it has 
recently emerged as a 
means to slow climate 
change by permanently 
storing carbon dioxide from 
industrial facilities under- 
ground. The Decatur etha- 
nol plant, one of 17 large- 
scale carbon storage opera- 
tions in the world and only 
the third dedicated to stor- 
ing pollution underground 
without harvesting oil, 
could be at the forefront ofa 
push to expand this ap- 
proach in the battle against 
greenhouse gases. 

Efforts have become 
more urgent, experts say, as 
high temperatures continue 
to shatter weather records. 
In the U.S., natural gas and 
coal-fired plants make up 
one-third of the carbon 
emissions. Some studies 
show that if the nations that 
greatly contribute to the 
world’s carbon footprint are 
to meet lofty environmental 
targets established by cli- 
mate scientists, carbon cap- 
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Flynn’s lawyer 
cuts talks with 


Trump team 


A lawyer for former na- 
tional security adviser 
Michael Flynn informed an 
attorney for President 
Donald Trump that he can 
no longer discuss the spe- 
cial counsel’s Russia inves- 
tigation, a sign that Flynn 
may be preparing to coop- 
erate in the probe. The call 
from Flynn lawyer Robert 
Kelner to Trump attorney 
John Dowd is a potentially 
ominous sign for Trump 
and other close associates 
to the president. Before this 
week, Kelner had been 
strategizing with lawyers 
for Trump, Donald Trump 
Jr. and Jared Kushner. 
Nation & World, Page 14 


GOP pushes tax plan; voters shrug 


Republicans betting on bill polls show 
most Americans don’t see as beneficial 


By LISA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publicans are investing 
enormous amounts of po- 
litical capital and dollars to 
pump up support for the 
GOP tax overhaul in a risky, 


last-ditch legislative under- 
taking ahead of next year’s 
midterm election. 
President Donald 
Trump is promoting the 
bill as a Christmas present 
for the American people, 
and a group aligned with 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 


has spent $20 million so far 
on ads and outreach in 
communities across the na- 
tion. Senate Leader Mitch 
McConnell is set to fast- 
track the bill through the 
chamber next week. 

Problem is, voters just 
don’t seem to be that inter- 
ested. 

Polls show most Ameri- 
cans view the tax bill as 
benefiting the wealthy and 


corporations, skeptical it 
will do much for middle- 
class taxpayers. Outside 
analyses of the $1.5-trillion 
package echo those assess- 
ments despite revisions. 
Republicans are never- 
theless rushing ahead on a 
plan that may please 
wealthy donors, but it is 
opposed by most major 
categories of voters, includ- 
ing independents, women, 


minorities and young peo- 
ple, according to a recent 
Quinnipiac University poll. 
Even among Republicans, 
support is hardly over- 
whelming, with 60 percent 
approving of the plan, 15 
percent disapproving and 
26 percent unsure. 

Such lackluster enthusi- 
asm and Republicans’ fail- 
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ANXIETY HIGH First ofa three-part series examining the issues surrounding student stress and the pressure to achieve 
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STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Student Tessa Newman started a petition decrying the pressure at Naperville North High School after a classmate committed suicide. 


‘NO WORSE FATE 
THAN FAILURE’ 


Students at top-scoring high schools 


school. 


says Tessa, 17, now a senior at the 


and those who wander off or fall 


around the Chicago area often feel 
overwhelmed by academic pressures 


By KAREN ANN CULLOTTA, KAREN BERKOWITZ, 
KIMBERLY FORNEK AND SUZANNE BAKER | Pioneer Press 


When Naperville North High 
School student Tessa Newman 
heard about the suicide of a 
classmate last school year, she 
was outraged. 

Furious, not at the classmate, 
but at a culture she said exacer- 


bates the pressure she and many 
of her fellow students feel. So 
Tessa took action. 

“I was just so angry and 
overwhelmed, I got on my 
Chromebook at 2 a.m. and essen- 
tially wrote down my feelings,” 


Within days, Tessa had posted 
a 1,458-word essay on Change. 
org. The petition, “Naperville 
North Pressure Culture Must 
Change,” soon went viral, strik- 
ing a chord nationwide and 
prompting fierce debate on the 
topic. 

“At Naperville North there is 
one path to success,” Tessa wrote 
in the piece. “From the age of 13, 
every prospective Naperville 
North student understands that 
this path makes no exceptions, 


behind are left for failure. Every- 
one here understands that there 
is no worse fate than failure.” 

If nothing else, the essay and 
the response it generated show 
how much the topic of student 
stress and educational anxiety is 
on the minds of kids, parents, 
teachers, counselors and admin- 
istrators — some of whom are 
calling it a burgeoning mental 
health crisis. 

“When I first wrote the essay, 
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New DePaul University President A. Gabriel Esteban 
serves eggs to students at a Midnight Brunch event. 


Catholic school’s new head aims to mix 
business with religion to bring progress 


By DAWN RHODES 
Chicago Tribune 


Nothing draws a college 
crowd like free food. 

On a recent night, hun- 
dreds of DePaul University 
students filed into the stu- 
dent center for a late meal 
on the eve of finals. They 
shuffled down a line as 
school officials doled out 


ham slices, potatoes and 
pancakes. 

Yet few seemed to recog- 
nize the man in front, the 
one serving the scrambled 
eggs. 

That would be A. Gabriel 
Esteban, DePaul’s newest 
president, whose blue 
apron and disarming de- 
meanor contrasted with his 
new prominence on cam- 


pus. 

Esteban, 56, took over 
the DePaul presidency in 
July and was formally inau- 
gurated Sunday. He is the 
first nonordained church 
member to hold the job in 
the history of the 119-year- 
old institution. 

As such, Esteban is shat- 
tering norms for a DePaul 
president. He is frequently 
accompanied by his wife, 
Jo, as he visits university 
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«<> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 60 Low39 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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